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Romeo and Juliet Act I, Scenes i-iii 
1.) What is love?  What is hate?  Which one is stronger?  Why?  Give examples. 

2.) Romeo and Juliet Act I, Scene 1 
Act I, scene i Examples of violence and sexual references 

Act I, scene i Character Traits Textual Evidence 
Samson 

Gregory 

Abram 

Balthasar 

Benvolio 

Tybalt 

Montague 

Lady Montague 

Capulet 

Lady Capulet 

Prince 
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Romeo 

WHAT IS THE AUTHOR’S PURPOSE IN IN STARTING THE PLAY IN THIS WAY? 

–Exit Slip: Compare and contrast Act 1, Scene 1 of Romeo and Juliet with Camera degli Sposi’s “The Wedding Chamber” 
(1474). How does this scene contrast with a typical 15th-century painting? 
In your Exit Slip be sure to: 
1. Base your argument on our reading from Act 1, Scene 1, and our class discussion. 
2. Cite at least two pieces of textual evidence to support your argument. 

3.) Read Act I, scenes ii-iii 
–What is each character’s view on marriage? (Paris, Lord Capulet, Lady Capulet, Nurse, Juliet, Romeo, Benvolio) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________– 
Based on what you have read so far, who has the power, the individual or society? Which comes first, the individual or 
society? Why? How? 

–Exit Slip: In all this planning for her future, Juliet doesn’t seem to have much of a say, quite literally! However, she must 

be thinking a lot. What do you imagine is going through her head during this scene? Write the inner monologue (her 
thoughts).  Pay special attention to the following moments: 
What is Juliet thinking when… 
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1. Her mother first calls her and says they must “talk in secret”? 
2. Her mother asks her, “How stands your disposition to be married?” 
3. Her mother tells her that she was already married and pregnant at Juliet’s age? 

4. Her mother tells her Paris wants to marry her? 
5. Her mother and the Nurse go on and on about how wonderful Paris is? 

6. Her mother finally asks Juliet if it’s possible for her to love Paris. 
7. Juliet leaves to get ready for the party? 

4.) Zeffirelli vs. Shakespeare for 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3 
-Does the film reflect Shakespeare’s intent so far? 

–What does the film reveals about the tension between individuals and society? 


